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! Important studies on the issue of child labounybrid cottonseed production in India include 1nWateswarlu,
Davuluri (2001) Seeds of Bondage: Female Child Bonded Labour irridly@ottonseed Production in Andhra
Pradesh published by Business and Community Foundatiath Rlan International (India Chapter) New Delhi
(for full text seehttp://www.indianet.nl/sob.htiyl 2) Venkateswarlu, Davuluri and L. da Corta (200
‘Transformations in Age and Gender of Unfree Woskan Hybrid Cottonseed Farms in Andhra Pradekiurnal
of Peasant Studies, Vol. 28, No. 3, pp 1-36, 3m&aurthy, Priti (2000jThe Cotton Commodity Chain, Women,
Work and Agency in India and Japan: The Case foniRést Agro-Food Systems Researthibrid Development
28(3): 551-578, 4) Venkateswarlu, Davuluri (2003hjld Labour and Trans-national Seed Companies yibridi
Cottonseed Production in Andhra Pradestudy commissioned by India Committee of the Kd#énds (for full
text seehttp://www.indianet.nl/cotseed.htirb) Mujeeba Tarannum & M Gopinath Reddy, (20@65tudy of

Girl Child Labor in Hybrid Cotton Seed Productiam Kurnool District of Andhra PradeshICFIA Journal of
Public Administration, ICFIA Press, vol. 0(2), pad#)-79, April, and

6) Katiar, Sudhir (2006§Wages of Adolescence: Annual Exodus of Tribal Adelets from South Rajasthan to
Bt Cotton Seed Plots of North Gujarétor full text see
http://www.migrationindia.org/casestudy/case%20dg#20-%20sudhir%20katiyar. pdf

2 Venkateswarlu, Davuluri (2004a3hild Labour in Hybrid Cottonseed Production in

Andhra Pradesh: Recent Developmestady commissioned by India Committee of Nethwatta(for full text see
http://www.indianet.nl/cotseed?2.htrhand Venkateswarlu, Davuluri (2004Khild Labour in Hybrid Cottonseed
Production in Gujarat and Karnatakatudy commissioned by India Committee

of the Netherlands( for full text sektip://www.indianet.nl/gujakarn.html

% Both UNICEF and ILO-IPEC paid special attentiorttie problem of child labour in cottonseed farms i
Andhra Pradesh. Since 2005 UNICEF with the suppiittEA and ILO-IPEC with the support of DFID have
been implementing special projects to addressthiglgm of child labour in Kurnool and Mahaboobraga
districts where cottonseed production is concesdrat AP.
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* Cross-pollination involves two separate activitiemasculation and pollination. In plants crossigone by
placing pollen grains from one genotype - the npaleent on to the stigma of flowers of the otheraygpe, the
female parent. The removal of stamens or anthekdllorg of pollen grains of a flower without efféng in any
way the female reproductive organs is know as eubason. About two months after sowing, the platars
blossoming and continues growing for three to founonths. During this time, cross-pollination (both
emasculation/pollination) need to be done everydathout fail. The duration of cross-pollinationtiiy is 70

to 100 days and for doing this work in one acrenfagquires 10 to 15 labourers per day.

® In Andhra Pradesh the caste background of fanuli@sorking children is 45.2 scheduled castes ®gtnd

47.1 Backward Castes, (including Muslims). The aestForward Castes and Scheduled Tribes.
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® Physicians for Human Rights Child Rights Groupd@0'Child labour in India: A Health and Human Righ
Perspective’ The Lancet, December, 2003, Vol 362.

" The Children (Pledging of Labour) Act 1933 protstthe making of agreements to pledge the laboahitdren
below 15 years, and the employment of children wHabour has been pledged.
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8 The Bonded Labour System (Abolition) Act, 1976mgtetely prohibits employment of labourers of @jea
groups under bonded labour conditions. Accordinthéodefinition given in section 2(g) of the Acgrialed
labour means service arising out of loan/debt/adeatt represents the relationship between a ereditd a
debtor wherein the debtor undertakes to mortgagjedivices or the services of any of his family rbera to the
creditor for a specified or unspecified period withwithout wages accompanied by denial of choifce o
alternative avenues of employment, or to deny méadom of movements, then the person would norrbally
covered under the definition of a bonded labour.

® The Child Labour (Prohibition and Regulation) A&86, though does not specifically prohibit the kvof
children below 14 years in agricultural operatidhsestricts number of working hours in a day taximum of
six including time spent waiting for the work.

1 The ILO’s Minimum Age Convention, 1973 (No. 13@ksifies that the minimum age for admission to
employment shall not be less than the age of cdioplef compulsory schooling and in any case nes han 15
years and 14 years in case of developing countigigle 32 of UN convention on rights of the ah{{1989)
recognises the right of the child to be protectedifeconomic exploitation and from performing anyrkvthat is
likely to be hazardous or to interfere with thaild’s education, or to be harmful to the child’salte or physical,
mental, spiritual, moral or social development, etc
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1 Cross-pollination of two plants or lines of dis#angenotype is known as hybridization. Hybridipatconsists

of two major steps i.e. emasculation and pollimatio
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2 Monsanto through its joint venture company ‘Mahybtonsanto Biotech Limited (MMB)' has sublicensés! i
BT technology to several seed companies in Indraldd the sublicense agreement MMB permits sub diees to
use its BT technology by paying fixed ‘trait val@hother name for royalty) on each packet of $hed sold in
the market. Sub licensees have to pay this rogaltpng as they use MMB’s BT technology. In théi@hiyears
MMB fixed trait value at Rs 1250 on each packetedd (450 grams) and subsequently reduced it tmdrgs
100 in 2006-07 after Monopolies and Restrictiveder&@ractices Commission directed the company tacesthe
trait value and different state governments inarplit the tag on maximum selling price of BT coseed in the
market at Rs.750 per packet.
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13 Until the 1990s Andhra Pradesh used to be thesarstate in the production of hybrid cottonseedsdia.
After the introduction of BT cotton in the early@s the area cottonseed production in Gujaratdyzdly
increased and now it became the largest cottorm®ehlicing state in India replacing Andhra Pradesh.
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14 Since several MNCs are also actively involved ittartseed production in Andhra Pradesh where childre
employed on a large-scale, the issue of child lakbauthis sector has received global attention. iMes
international NGOs and unions in Europe and USAehatarted campaigning against the role of MNCs in
encouraging the problem of child labour in cott@tsproduction. The campaign was first taken updio22by the
Dutch organisations India Committee of the Nethetta (ICN), Amnesty International Netherlands,
NOVIB/Oxfam Netherlands and the Federation of Ne#imels Trade Unions (FNV) with regard to both Unde
and Advanta which have their headquarters situat&the Netherlands. Though the activities startedd02 with

a visit to Unilever, a campaign started in 2003hwtfte publication of a detailed report by ICN faogson the
role of MNCs in contributing to the problem of ehibbour in cottonseed production in Andhra Prad€&kle ICN
report stimulated several organisations in othemtges like UK, Germany and the USA to join thengaign as
well. In the UK Anti Slavery Society took up thesige with Unilever. In Germany, the Coalition agaiRayer-
Dangers, Germanwatch and the Global March Agaihgtl@Cabour took up the issue with Bayer. In theAJ$he
International Labour Rights Forum (ILRF) and th&emational Center on Child Labour and Educati@QLE)
took up the issue with Monsanto. The internatiocampaign gained momentum in 2003, mainly through
publicity in national and international written ni@dcorrespondence and dialogues with companiepeagsure
by social investors and public opinion, putting M&N@nder severe pressure to initiate steps to asldhes
problem of child labour.

> For more details on impact of interventions bgty& and Monsanto on the elimination of child labiou
hybrid cottonseed farms in Andhra Pradesh seecttent reportSeeds of Change: Impact of interventions by
Bayer and Monsanto on the elimination of child labon farms producing hybrid cottonseed in Iridig the
author of the present study published in June ZE7ull report see: http://www.indianet.nl/pb0&wB.html)
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'8 The MV Foundation, based in the state of Andhra Prad8slithern India, has done pioneering work on the
issue of child labour. It has developed a uniqué powerful approach to address the twin problemshiif
labour and lack of access to full time educatio’’/ Kbundation works with the basic understanding tAay
child out of school is a child labourer’ and thdyoway to eliminate child labour is through fullrfoal education.
A set of interlinked strategies have been implem@no liberate children and to enrol them into stio As part
of its overall strategy, MVF mobilises all thosencerned with the process of withdrawing childresnirwork
and enrolling them in schools: parents, teacheyathy employers, women'’s groups, elected repretseasaand
the children themselves. This massive mobilisagifiart is done with a view towards transformingtattes and
creating an environment that is supportive of akitds education. Motivation centres have been éstedul at
villages which serve as the nerve centre to brimgykimg children into school. Bridge courses, canapsl
residential programmes are conducted as part od@ps to encourage children to attend schoolsstibeess of
the MVF model can be gauged by the fact that siff®1 up to now the Foundation has worked in ova8@,
villages. In 1,500 of these villages, every chiidthe age group of 5-11 is attending full time eah In 600
villages all children up to 14 are attending schddarly 250,000 children have been enrolled atalirred in
schools, while more than 7,000 bonded labourers baen released.
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" According to data provided by district admiragion, Kurnool, the UNICEF supported project helpe
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% The Association of Seed Industry (ASI) is a nagicassociation of the planting seed industry iridndll the
major MNCs namely Monsanto, Syngenta, Advanta, ghmand Pioneer are members of this associafitwe.
major Indian companies such as Mahyco, Raasi, AakdrNath Seeds are also members of this assarciatio
%L The Seedsmen Association of Andhra Pradesh, amisation of seed producers is one of the memifers o
CEASE Child Labour (Consortium of Employers Asstoiafor Elimination of Child Labour) formed in 200

with the support of ILO-IPEC in Andhra Pradeshmmobilise employers against child labour

38



5 5 & *5 565 5 <5 '"*D

< 5 & 5* +'& */5 5
< & << D < & 5
*5 5D
4 ' 50< 5 15 D 5 K/
6' /5 + D; F *5 5D
+ 5 * 5D < - "+ &

* <D+ D & D 5 5
50< 59 15 D 5 4 & 5 D
gl F *5 D 5 #l2";

5 + - * + p 3t ":D & &5

5 & + !
Gh4 5 & &+ 1 &

5 * 5 94 * & ' JE
7 G54 + ' ##
+'& & 5 G54 94 * 5& 5

5 9& 9 9& ,
. #II; 9 5 . G54
94 ' E5 5 5* + 5+
'& 5 5 9& B
D < 94 G5H4 K5D 15&5 #!I;
5 b5* & 5 #
D 5 5 #I:":
#l2" 5 5 #I1:m:
*D "#IF + 5 *5
5 & 5% "D
5 5 & #II;": 5 5 D
<

22 1)*Childhood lost in Bt cotton farms* The Indian exgse29-8-2007http://cities.expressindia.com/local-

news/fullstory.php?newsid=253417%) ‘India : Bt cotton fields employ child labouB0-8-2007

www.fibre2fashion.comhttp://www.fibre2fashion.com/news/textile-news/neletils.aspx?news_id=4014%)

‘Child labour _in Gujarat Bt.cotton fielt8-9-2007 ,http://www.dailyindia.com/show/170807.php/Child-taly-

on-in-Gujarat-Btcotton-fields
2 NHRC issues notices to Gujarat, Rajasthan ovédd-thifficking * Times of India, 3-9-2007
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trafficking/articleshow/2334980.cms
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